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The coatcnty peoge of this isauc bears the namce of last
year's cornniitteo as this issuwoe 1w, officinlly, the final
ane to bo produccd in thedr torm of offica,

Tac committea for noxt yovar has now bocn scttled.
It will bo:-

CHMXIBMAN - Qoy Kay, 91 Cravun Streot, Birkonhead,
Chashirc. Roy has donc ono teorm oaR Vica-Chairman and now
antomatically tokos over from Ken Choslin aa Chairman.

YICE-CHAIRMAN - Joc Navin, 77 Collego Road North,
Blundcllyands, Liverpoal 23. Joc has been Librarion for
the last couple of yoars but has now resignad. As from
August 1at, 1965, the Library will bo handled by John Nagh,

SECIt.T2RY - krs Doroen Parker, 38 Millfisld dood,

iecpiug ¢ James, Petorbarough, Northants, Originally,

laut yeor'™s Socrotary, Graham Bullock, wos standing for
rae-c¢loction but had to stand down for porsonal roasons.
TRELSINER - Chorlcs Winstone, 71 George Road, Erqington,
Birminugham 23. Charlcs continues as Troasuror for a
sccond term,
PURLICATIONS OFFICERQ - Roz Poyton, 77 Grayswuod Park
Road, Quinton, Mjrm;ngham 32. Wosults of the voting worc $7 votcs
for mysolf and 27 votaa for Charlos Platt.

Unfortunatcly, the committoo isn’t us contraliscd aa it
wae 1nast ycay but we will dbe hoaving comwittor mootings whonovor
possiblo,

Adg mentioncd previously, Joc MNavin hos sent in his
reaignation as Librarian, This will becomo ecffective an from
August 15t when John Nash will take over. John's address is
5 Whitchodgoe Road, Gorston, Liverpool 19. Plcasc noto, howover,
that up to July 31et, the Library will operatec as proviousgly from
77 Collerna Road Noxth, Blundallsands, Livorpool 23.

Whila on the subject of the Library, I'd like to make o
point about Vosks reviewed in VECTOR. 1 books reviowed in VECTOR
are immediately put inte the Librory, ao if you soc any book
roviswed which you wont to rcad, write to Joec Navin atraight away -
there's no ncod to wait until a Library Supplomont ia isaued,

This yasor, if poasibla, 1'd like to grt 20tc0on0 clso
editing TANGENT. Is thcere anyono inlorested? It would ontail
editing the matericl, prioting, c¢ollating, stapling and mailing., &
lot of worlk per lesue but thore would be only two issucs per yoar.
If anyonc is intcrested, pleasc write to mc as soon as possaible.

In wmy plaons for the post of PO, T sajd that I'ad like to
Aatnrt o sarjca of infommatian sheets. The first of these will be o
1list of {anzines which aro availoble in this country togother with a
few of +tha lcading American fonzinea. Pete Woston iz compiling this
wone and when 1t ia complotied thero will bo an
t in VECTOR. The sccond once will probably be information
-lista. Beyond that? Well, that's up to you. What do
you wont inforvwmation about? Lot us know and if there's anough
demand, a shoet will be issued,

RGP
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BY_ffarbottle

INTRODUCTEION: 1In this saries of articles it is proposed to go on a
round tour of the sclar gystem, vieiting sach major body in turn,

and discusging the concepts af sciance fiction writers as opposed to
current scientific belicef, and to cach others In this conncetion 1t
would be ag well to noto that it is not intended to cataloguae every
story controd on a certain body = or ovon to pick out tho boest of

thom, Rather, a random and varied sampla will bo taken, as much for

idoas rother than unduo litorary aignificancce.
LA LR R )

PART ONE: THE SUN

The sun can be considered as lord of tha solar systcm by
wny of jits tromondaug mass alomc. It has, in fact; a mass ono and a
holf million times that of tha Barth - wall over 500 times that of
all the other badies inm the solar system combined. Tho planats,
whilst inter-acting onc upon the other, arc held in rigid
gravitational thrall around it,

It ig perhops strange that, whilst the sun is a dominating
factor in the solar asystom, it has never held sway in the field of
SF writing, Many SF writcrs have cexplored the solar systom simply
o8 o vchiclo for ercating atien lifoe forms « wsually humaneid and
inipicobla to Earth, Bocause humanoid lifc cannot possibly cxist on
tho sun, mony writors have ignored it in their pursuance of
hackneyed ‘invasion' plots centred amongst tha inmor plancts.
Storives dooling with Mars or Vanus aro nccordingly mara numorous.
Novertholmss, the sun has figured in many SF etorios, somc of which
will be considerod for tho purposos of this articla.

Sovoral authors havo apaculated on the =un as tho abodo of
1lifo: life by nacessity utterly at varionce with all known terrostial
forsms, Fantastic lifc indcod, to cxist at o tamporaturc of about
6,000 dogroos Centigrado, and where matter itsolf can anly coxist
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logygely in the atomie statc. Within the sun’s otmosphere, atoms sre
boginning to break up, whilst farthor towards ita contre, mattor is
transformed into enorgy. All known ovidonce points to the fact that
complex living structwre cannot cxist in a roally high tcopcratura.
Compounds begin to broak up as the tomperature riscs. Pressure, too,
acts to preclude any understandable 1life forms on the sun, running

a9 it doas into billions of atmospheras. But SF writoers have o habit
of gotting around the wost constricting of facts in order to weave
thoir fantasies of alion lifo.

Extending for hundreds of thousands of npiles boyend the
sun's phatospherae are perhaps the mest spectacular of solar
phonomena - the prominences, Soeme of thom, tho faculag, con oven ba
sson with the nokced cye. The prodominant colour of those luminous
vapours i¢ rod, indicative of thc high hydragon content of the solar
atmosphera, These vapours assuma fantastic dancing shapes, cavorting
in almost a scrpentince fashion, Almost, they socm to bo.....alive.

Yoteran author Stanton A Coblontz uscd tho promincncos os
inspiration for his short story, "Sunword", appcaring in THRILLING
WONDER STORIES in 1940,

Coblentz visualiscd a twoeman space=ship, spocially
constructed to nogato the tremcendous heat it would oncounter, flying
0 moar ns possible to tho sun for the purposes of sgeioentific
rosaarch. As the ship approaches to within fifteon oillion milos of
the sun, the men suddonly natice what appecoar to be reddish eclouds
between them and the aun: Y“Dimming tho sun'a ficrcc radiance, at an
indeterminate distance, greot ncbulous mposscs hoad forood, sultry
rod against tha intense yollow-whitc luminosity." That they wera
nothing more than eruptions of hot gas seemad the likoliest
cxplanation, but this is gffsat by tho fact that the things arc socen
to glida toward the ship "with an olmost preternatural stoadinoss of
povement - not with the fitivl, gascous awirling that might have
been ¢xpected,” Further, tho woird vapours have consistont shapos,
billowing in and out with rogular pulsations as from tho hoating of
a hoart - aond whilst the figures were ofton scon to touch, thay
nover merged, as thay would inevitably havoe done had thoy boon
ordinary conglomerations of gas. Abruptly the moen orc made awarce of
tho true nmature of the vapoursz, and of thoir own deadly paril: "Now,
from the lorgest of. them all - a form shaped lilke a monstrous
eriimmon spider, oxcopt that ite lcgs wero mere than a dozan in
numbor - thorc burst o suddon pyramidal column of groaon light, which
extended to the spoco ship and boyond, and secmed to ongulRf it."

Tho light =0on vanishcs, but its offcets are cvident os tho
tampoerature of tha ship begins to risa, its guartz ohservation port
bacoming liquifiod with intcnsa heat. Evidently the woird figurcs
outside wore attacking thom with furmace blasts, intcent on
shrivelling thom to oshes, Then bogan a most poculiar cvent: "Tha
graat coloured figuros split up into threo groups, c¢ach of which
swung around to a Jifforomt sidoe of the spacoship. And oach group
assumed a triangular formation, like that of wild gooso in flight.
It scomod that thoy oll obeyoed their owm leader, of which onc wog tha
erimgon, spider-shaped form, whilec the other two werce flame-huad
apparitions with tha over shifting contours of gigontic amoabas."
Signalling cach other with flarcs, the eroatures them move in to
deatroy tha spaceship, now attempting to draw awny from thae sun,



Pormants of Jdestructive light converge from atl sidos,

So far, Coblentz had woven quito o gripping story, but his
next dovalopment was hardly convincing.: Ag his companion collapses
to tha flsoor, axhaustod by the heat, tho other staggers to thoeir
radic and switches it on, intent on tronsmitting a lest wmossage to
Eorth: "“Spaceship A-Y ... Powoll speoking ..., bad nows. Bad nows
«+n dttackad by spaco monstors ... Burning to death ... It's a
living furnace ..+ For God's salke, don't scnd anyone 6189 ... I
can't spoak any more - throat as dry as ashos. It's the and,”

This meladramatic message hns a fittingly molodramotic
effect - the attacking vopowrs arc killed deador than doornnilo,!
roduced to a formloss, motionlces patch of roddish gas. The ship
and its erow are now safo, and Powall offars cxplanations to his
companion: "... thosc beings cut in space waro goared to certain
wavolengths of Iight, and cleetricity and tho cosmic rays. But
othcr wavclengths they can't enduro at all, any more thon the human
ear can stand cortain wovelangths of sound, The wrong waves just
cut through them - worse than powerful radium omonations on the
human system. They had nevor cnccountorod anything like radic waves
beforcs. As soom as I started those cwrente going, their vital
e¢lements were simply eplit up.

Vhilst I'm no oxpart, I'd say offhend that thc sun cmits
wavelengths of all types, includinE those of radio waves. So tha
crpaturce should have becn familjor with them, and thoreforc immune.
In any casc, it is hard %o see how o radio wava could be =o
destructive to & system that is impervious to the comparztively
frightcening enslaught of tha cosmic ray ot alia.

The idea of life in the sun has continued to appoar
sporadically in science fiction, foxr the most part in storics of
little import by indiffcrent writere. Yet the idea holds tremendous
potontial on an cmotional level. Not surprisingly, Arthur C Clarke
dusted off the idea, invosting it with all tho cosmic mystery and
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awe which is his tradanark,

"Out of tha Sun' was the story and it appearad in the
February 1958 issue of IF initially - later being roprinted in the
tollaction THE OTIER SIDZ OF TdE SKY. The story was contred on
Mercury and was told through the experiences of one of the terrestial
astronomers based on the Solar Observatory. This was a perfacet
vehicta faor Clarkc, bimsclf a sciantist. Thno scicntifie detail was
authentic, but none tho 2ess awe-inspiring for that.

Tha narrator obscrves a vast jet of gas being hwarlod inte
space from thae sun’s esquutor, It soon beconcs avident that part of
the gos is travelling so fast it will escaps the sun's field
completely, It was an imporiant event to the terresatial observors
on Mercury, for *",...it mcant that we could capture some of the vary
asubstonce of tho sun as it went hurtling past in a graat clound of
cloctrificd gns. There waa no dangar; by thce timc it roachaod us it
would be far too tcnucus to do any damage and, indoed, it would taka
pensitive instruments to dotoct it at all,"

The progross of tho ojectod matter is tracked by long-
roango radear, as it slowly twists and turns into & cloud a hundrcd
timcs the siza of Barth., The closcor it comes to tho obscrver, sc is
its CLiner structure rovoalced on the short-range radar, “,..changing
minutc by minutg bemeath the action of torces which we have nevoer
fully undorstood, Rivers of fire waro flowing in curious potas
undar what could only be tho influance of cloctric fields; but why
wera they appoaring from nuwherce and disappuaring again as 1if onttor
was being crcatod ond destroyed? And what wero those gigantic
npdulas, larger than thic coon, that were being swept alonz lila
boulders befara a fload?"

Ther o strange diacovery ia made: radar ocheos arc
recaivod, indicating tho oxistence of & sharply-dofinced oval shaope,
fiva hundroed wiles long and half that in width, townrds tho ccntro
of the mass. Dy now, others of thc QObnervatory staff aro crowding
inte the radaxr roomy and onc of them deseribog the phenomena as
"loaking like an amoaba under a microscopc.™

A tense atmocphore builda up as the onrushing mystory
comcs awiftly tawoarda them. There ¢ones the realisotion that in a
fow minutos the thing will hit thoe daylight sido of kareury, "and
that would be the ond of it - whatever 1f was."

During these finzl, flocting minutes the mon goze intently
at the wcird thing, scomingly "o tronslucent ovoal, 1ts intcrior
laced with o network of alwoat invisible lincs, Wharo the linas
eroaacd thorae appeared 1o be tiny, pulaing nodos of light." A
suggestion grows stronger and stronror in tho minds of the
onlockerc...

NAs those laat momenls obbod awny, I nm quite suro that
every ono of us had recached the shwe conclusion - ~nd wos woiting
for somcane vlse ta say it first. What we were socing was impossible
yet tho cvidewco wae there before eur oyos., We werce looling ot life
whera no 1lifc could existea..”

Cloarkce attempts to rcsolve this paradex by spoculating
that lifc itaclf may Lo nothing but orpganised cncrgy; its form is
immoterinl, whether it be chenical or clectrical, Pattern, not
substanco, he says, is the inportant foctor., Inevitably, onc is lod
to spceulate further, for onc of the most interosting qunlitics of
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tha story is the way In which tho reader ¢an partleipatc, ia led to
think along tho samo lines ns the narrator. Could this ¢rcnturo
forn from the sun bo intolligent? Wes 1t awara of its imponding
doom? The anthor conaiderod it unlikely thnt tho creature - howovar
intalligent = "could know anything of the extornal universc, or
could ovan sonse tho ouxistenco of somothing as vnutterably cold as
rigid nan-gascous matter,Y

But Clarko 1w too skilful o hond to lect slip the
dromaticolly amotional poasibilitiecs. Wisely, he offers thom as
suggestiona, not as facts, in o buoutifully written paragrapht=-

"Now it filled our sKy - and porhapr, in thoso layt fow seconds,
it knew that something strango was ahead of it. It may have
sensced the far-flunpg maognetic fleld of Marcury, or folt the

tug of tho little world's gravitational pull., For it hod

begun to chango; the luminous 1linos that must have been what
passed for its morvous systom wore clumping togothur in now
patturns, and I would havo given much to know thoir meaning.

It may ba that I was loocking into the brain of o mindlesas

beust in its last convuelsion of fear = or of a godliko buing
making its peace with tho universa.'

A loager outhor than Clorke might have ondod his story ot
this point, but Clarke's imugination had nnothur ¢yele to turn, If
tho aun docs contain scnticnt boings, they may hove been thoru for
millenia, may have devolopud tremendous intoelloet = thou voritable
wisdom of ageo=. It is not a comforting thought, fur if somchow the
solor antelligoncos should discovor humon lifc...

"They may not like what they find, for to thom we should
be ne morce Lhan maggota, crawling upon the skins of worlda too cold
1o clecanse themselves for the corruption of orgenic lifa,

and then, if thcy havo tho power, they will do what they
conalder mecolasary, The sum will put forth its sirength and lick
tho facos of its children; oand thereaftor the planats will go thoir
way once more as they worse in the hoginning - cloan and bright ...
and sterdle.t

Writore have alsc Acon in tho sun a vasat source of power
and raw material, available to the futwre supor-scicnce of monkinag,
John Ruasacll Fearn, in his wovelctio "Tho Lost tours" (AMAZING,
August 1942), pilcturud a world under the domination of one Konda =
rather hackneye:d mad dictator, Truc to form, Konda ia intent on
conquering the whole solar syatem - and evan beyand. But avon in
the advancod ycar of 2210 he cannot fully impleoient his schomes.  Ag
ho himaelf puts it:

"But here on Barth thera is not enough power for theo
construction of machincs of wor; not cneugh power to feed the
endless chains vf factories. WYWe have otomic force and wa havo the
natural power of tho Earth ttaelf genceratod at the North magnatic
pole, but more is ncoded! Morel There remains on¢e poworhouse still
to bo tapped, the greotest of them oll.  The Sunt

Kondn*s intention is to utiliso the sun's surplus power
by contriving » vast beam of nngnetic forco betwecn Eorth and sun,
intending to draw = os indeed Earth drawa alrondy in o more diffuso
form = tho electrona and energy strasme which would othcrwisc
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gcatter in space. This vast surplus would be converted to supply a
¢chain of normal powarhouses.

Bruce Lanning, an astronomer, points out some of the
objactions to tho soul-less dictator.., "Do that," Lanning stated
deliberately, “and youw will destroy ths world} Firstly, your
magnetic system will not only draw elactronic streams, but also the
brickbata and flying fragments forever hurtling through space. On
this planat will descand an incessant bombardment ¢f incendiary
material. Fires will braak out. Hundrods of thousands of people
will be killed, The cxtra power gained will be ceounterbalanced by
lossap in labour and material.®

However, Konda romains undetorraed by all this, not to
mention thoe threat of slectrical storms laching the Earth, and goes
ahead with it.

Thinga aro brought to a crisis whon Nemegis, a massive
mctcorite-comot (which we arae told first appeared in 198C) is drawn
onto a colliajon orbit with Earth. Half tho size of the moon, and
made of 95% mognetic oxide of iron -~ which caused it to be drawn into
the fiold of the solor magnet - it plunges to Barth at a gpecd of
thousands of wmilcs a minute, igniting the atmogsphere and annihilating
life lika tinder in a furnace.

Once again the 01d $F edict that "thero ore limits beyond
which Man may not go" had boon graphically illustroted. And whilst
this is hardly sn inspired assumption, it doos seca reasonable when
dealing with an object like the sun.

Not always has man's tamporing with solar forcea oended in
disastor, however, Edmond Homilton took tho mere optimistiec vicw in
his novelette "Tho Forgottan World" (THRILLING WONDER STORIES Winter
1946)., The author picturas a time in the far futurec whon Earth has
acadod the stars, and a vasi looscly-knit ompiro of stollar
civilisations cxists. Against this fomiliar backdrop is the mother
plonot Earth, almost a ‘forgotten world'. Aas Jonny Land, a ¢rippled
cengincar Earthmon cxplains to Loird Carlin, en outworlder farced to
sojourn on Earth for thorapecutic rcasons: "Carlin, tho Earth's
starvod for powar. You'vo scen for yoursclf. To got the powor that
will revive our world, wc've got to have copper. And theo coppar in
our planets was oxhausted long ago. But there's still billions of
tons of coppor in our Systcm, in ono placoy, Tha Sun, It's thero in
hot gases, mora copper than Earth and our sistor planvts will noad
for milleniums to ¢ome, It's cur only possiblo source of coppor and
vwe intend to tap it,"”

Carlin 1a aghast at tho idea - and no wonder, Ho knows
that sun-mining has been tricd in other systemsa sovoral times in the
past, and hag always brought catastrophe. Tho fdoa itself is
proctical onough to thc scienco of this advanced age., A ship
opproochcs the photosphere or visible surfaco of the sun a8 closely
as posaible, protectcd by hecavy hoat-scrocnas from thoe radiation. A
magnotic dredge is then turncd on. The drodgo ganerates o high-
powarad magnetic fiold conceomntroted into a boam. That beom drives
down into tho swirling supor-hot gasos of the sclar gurfacoe, Thosc
gases tongist of Jdozona of metals and other clomonts in vapourisad
form - iron, copper, calcium, sodium and €0 on, all mixad tegether.
The beam sucks a column of those goscs up to tho ship. For its
magnotic pull powerfully attracts the iron vapour in the aixture
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and so vhe whola mixture ie gradeally sucked upwerw. The gasas ure
then passcd through a speclal filter which can bec set ta scrcen out
thc atoms af any desirod clemunt. The copper gasuvs arv scrovuncd
out, solidifivd by cooling, and storpod. Other gazaes go on thruugh
the filters and are ¢jected into $pace.

Howovor, Lhere is one £atnl flaw in the procaess which
Carlin brings cut; "The suction crcates & whirl in the selar surfacce
a tiny Sunspot that growa and grows until its grown into a terrific
salar typhoon that pou daixastrons ancronscd heat and clectric
forces onto its plancts. But luand and his companions hava what
they bolicve to be the anawer. Thelr dredge docs not simply cject
the unwanted gasces into space. It has twa beam heads, instecad of
the usual ona. The innoer one boams down o pesitive magnetic pull to
suck up the solar vapours. The outer onc is desizned to uee a
simnltancous nexativo magnetism o shoot thn wnwanted vapours back
down into the sun. Tho continuous kick-bock acils to negate the
Sunspot offect by nqualising the prossure,

Homilton carricd our the mechanicy of his schomu with an
cnlerlalning admixture of horoisem and moledrama, painting a stirring
picturc of Man taming the clemcntal forecsa of noture, of mighty Sol
himsclf. That he anw fit to antrodnce heavy-handed sentiment at the
ond of the story barcely diminishes its offectivances. It has been
made availoble more recently in the Margulica-Friend Crest anthelogy
RACE FOR THE STARS {1958),

John W Campbell, writing as Dnn A Stuart, had boen onn of
ihe first to realisa the potentialitics af solor powoer, YBlindness'"
(ASTOUNDING Maorch 1935), onc of a group of brilliant stavics he wrots
in tho thirtics, dotoils the attempt of Mulcolm McKay, o vetcran
nhysicisl, and his young assislant John Durns, to wreat from tho sun
tho sccret of perfect atomic power. McKoy, though now past 70 yenry
of age, still dreoams of giving limitloss power to the peeples of
Forth with yomcthing akin to fTannticism. As he cxplaina one day to
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his oasistont: “"You know, John, whon I stortcd, it was tho drcuwm of
my 1lifo that rocltets should have atomic power 3o thoy could roally
reach the otheor plancts. Atomic power! And now, horo I am, ¢losc
to threc-guorters of o conmtury cold - ond I've never cven laft Earth.
A groundor.

“"And ctomic power isn't so bodly mnoeded for rockets,
anyway. They have good fucls now, safc Ooncs end powerful omcs like
ntomic hydrogon and oxygone Atomic power is oouded horo on Enrth,
whore factorics factorigs are, and men labour in coal minaes for
fuel, aod where taey make ihe fuel for vochets, That's where
mankind needsa atomic power.

“"And by all tho powers of Heaven, if the Sun’s the pluce
where I can learn, the Sun'’s where I'm goingl'

S0 it is detarmined there and then to ottempt to Msteal
the scecret of the Sun." Burns, himself aa much a fanatic as McKay,
agrees to accompany him on the trip. BOut before their journey is
Tfeasiblo, thcir remains the scomingly impoasiblae problem of
combatting the awasomd solar radiation. Thix is ovontually rusoclved
in tho beat traditions of prc-war ASTOUNDING, with the invention by
McKay of & new alloy, thormlectriuwnm, which is impervigus to heat,
thaonlkts to a kick-back aystem involving an inversc wegnotiaml

Finally, thoy lcave Zarth in 'The Promothous'; & ship
specially built for tho task. And what a taskl The sctting up of a
tight orbit about the sun would be rclativoly simplo - but thoy
couldn't possibly pull frec with any known power. Only atomic pownr
could do it., ‘hen and if they found ittt

Orbiting at o Aistance of 3-73 million milas, tho two
=cicntisets strugglc to obtoin tho scerat of atomic oncrgy from tho
cosmic furnace below, their lives being forfeit for fniluro.

"Dut McKay woa bhappy herce. His cyes turned from a dcop
bluc-grey to a pale bluc with red bloodehat balls; hig akin turned
firat docp, decp brown fror the filtering ultra-violet, then it
beeome mottled ond unhoalthy, Durns's skin changod, too, but his
cycs endurad better, for he was youngor. S§till, McKay relt suroc of
hisg goal. He leookcd down into the flaming heart of o Sumapot, und
he oxamincd the undcrside of o praminonce, and he watched the cbb
and flow of Sol's titonic tidces of white-het gas.”

Thrco years fo by - throo yoara in vhich they are cntircly
cut off from Earth and the inner plancts by way of tho solar
outpaurings rcndcring radie reception impossible. And gradually
thoy crack the mysatcry of atomic onergy. Rut McKay has beon blinded:
"The sun showcd mo the socrets it held -~ and took awoy tho iwpious
vision that gazed upan thom."

Breoking froc of the sun with an atomic ian drivo, the
pair reoturn to Earth - and a hero's weleome. Far in his absenco,
McKay, the Grand 01d Maon of Scicnce, haa bocome world fomous. BHut
it ia a bitter-sweet famo.

Civilisation haa boen rea-made with froe pawer.
Thermlactrium  has wade it pessiblo - thermlectrium, tho loaser
thing, which McKay Zeft behind him. "All the induatrics in the
world arc powered by it. Thc clemants orc ¢hean, small simple
beyond anything conccivable, a4 bar aof common meial - a cail of wiro.
They roquire no control, ne attention. #And the encrgy casts nathing
at all."
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For McKay it iz the ¢nd of a dranm - "Then the warld
docsn't want my atamic enorgy, doos it?" he saild, softly. His old
body scumed to droop.™

*Tha End of the World' is o subject that haas been deonxr to
the hosrt af the SF writor sin¢ce the genro's boginnings. Ona of tha
morc obvious dooms to which Earth might bucomo subject would be the
cessatlon of the sun's light and heot, or a dangurous incroaso. The
prolific pulpsters of tho thirtices wrote many ingenlous varaations
on this old saw, amongst thom such writura as Fcurn, Schachacr,
Willismson and Wondred.

Onp of tha most ingeniocus and popular of tholr dovices wasg
tha 'apace warp' or 'cther fault'., This - altcrnating with tho
‘casmic cloud' - acted to negato the propagation of tho sun's light
and hgat to tho Earth, Usually, howuvor, thu dirc conscquouncos wore
miraculgusly cvoidcd. But, looking nlong the path of scicnce
fiction into modurn timcsz, the most persistent Eacrth doom has bocn
that of the nava, ur super~hova, chicfly bocousc it is o known and
proven phohamcenon, Aatronomars have recorded thesc stellar
catastrophes for hundreds ef yvars, clthough it is comparntivoly
rocontly that thoy have beon rocognised as such.

It is still not quitoe c¢loar why movao occur, but it sacms
cartain thot therc is a sudden inciduncu of o nuclear reaction
within a star of such violence that tho stor throws off wvast
gqunntitios of gascoua maturiad ond cxpands so grouatly that its
luminosity increosca around ten thousand times. In the caso of an
cxceasively violent cxplosion - thu supurmova = the star way become
ton thousand times again os bright as a nova, As the expolled gasos
cool, the luminosity diminishes, to cventually fade inta
insigniftcanco. What is of significunce to us, ise that if the aun
should Blow up in anch o mannar the Earth would be congulfed in
flaming gasos and consumed. Even an ordinary hova in our star would
auffjce to reduce i1ts ottendant plancts to cosmic cinders,

The possing of ycare hos scen thu incroasing humonising of
SP, with the cowphasis shifting from phenomona to peopla, and this is
nowhere better shown than in thoa novo story,.

Whercas 25 or morc yeara age some lantern-jowad young
geientist might have prevented o novn by firing intoe the sun three
cubes af an iesctope from hyper-space or whatever, the mora racent
trand hos been to bring ont tho imevitability of doom, und to
explore more honastly possible human rcactiane.

Two of the wost cffective af a group of sinllayr stories
appearing in the ecarly ‘fiftics were "The Last Muy"™ by Richarad
Mathoson and Alfred Coppel's "Last Night of Summer'. 1In ocach cosxe
the iime depicted is the immediate futurc, and tho octunl
astronemicnl snd scicntific detaills aro kopt to & minimum. A1l tho
reader knows - or neads ta know ~ is that the sun 13 about to axpond;
to incroasge 1ts hoat,

Matheson has no illueions obout how humanity will spond
the final houra: in an orgy of insane dogtruction and carnal
indulgence. "A couplo of billion pcoplo arc doing it," Richarad
snid. "fhen the sun hits us, thoy'll still be at it. What a asight."
The thought af o world's proplce indulging themsclvesa in ano last
orgy of anjmalism made him shudder,™

Grophically, Mathcson details tho rasctions and gradual
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disintegration of & yroup of friends, running tho grim gamut from
suicide to copulation and insanity, ¢nding with & woving passaga
wherain o mother trics to make her child toko o drug boforo the
final annihilation.

'Ho stared in fascinated horror at Doris holding thae nille
in her small hand.

"This 1sn't peppormint,” shc maid, "Momma this isn't,,.”

#¥cs it 1s." Gracc took a decp breath. “EBat it dorling,”

Dorie put one in her wouth. She wode a face. Thon she
spit it into her palm.

"It jan't peppermint," aho said, upset,

Groce throw up her hecad and buriod hoer teeth in tho whitce
knucklos. Her cyes moved frantically to Ray.

YEat it, Doris,” Ray said. "Bat it, it'as good."

Doris atartced to ¢ry. "No, I don't liko it."

PEst jEif

Ray turncad away suddenly, his body shaking. Richard triod
to think ol somo way to make her c¢at the pills but ho couldn't,

Then his mothur apokc.

"Wa'll play a game, Doris,” sho said. "“Wec'll scc if you
can awnllow all tho candy bufore I
<ount ton. If youw da, 1'll giva you
a dollar."

Doris saniffod, “idollar?" sho

snid, "'

Mathason'’s laading character,
an atheist, returns to iis mother to
apend the laast fow howrs romaining
before tho halocaust... "ha put his
arm around hor shoulders amd she
leoned againat him. And he did know
one thing., They sat thero in the
cvening of thce 1nst day. 4And,
though there was no actuwal point to
it, they loved ecach other.™

Coppol forscoe a simtlar
reaction, although in Lhe cosc of
“Tha Lost Night of Summor", hunanity
has begn warnud lonsg cnough te build
ten Burrowa, undoarground sholtars
able to save a tiny minority of tho
race. iccess to the Burrows is
attendant upon the posscssion of a
spetial disc,

Henderson, tho story's
protagonist, hos divorced his wife
Loura, leaving ner with two small
doughtors, and married another
woman, Kay. In tho last hours, in
an agony of recrimination, he
realisca that he still laves his
first wife. Koy, under pressurc, is
rovoaled os o lasciviouas nondantity
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for whom he has no real feeling, Whilst out on an orgy of self-
indulgence, Kay meets a ‘privileged' man and, aftor lulling him to
distraction with sex and aleohol, sho murders him to gain possession
of tho two discs ho holds. She runs hack to Hemderson, olated, and
bogs him to accompany her - chicfly because she could not make it
alonc - to one of tho hidden Burrows.

Henderson protends to fall in with tho schemo, but
immediately ha learns thoe location of the Burrow.....

"The Luger bucked in his hand, Kay sank to tha grags
awkwardly and lay there, oyos glazed and opon in horrifiocd surprisa,
Handoraon opcnad hor dross and took the two discs from between her
broasts, Then he coverced her carcfully end shut har oyes with his
forofinger. "You &idn't miss much, Kay,” Mo said, looking down at
hore "Just more of the samo,"

Then he fotches his two daughters, lcaving them with the
discs outsidc the Burrow, to bg found and aduitted by the zuerd,
bafora rcturning to his old home...

"Thare were still & few hours left of this last night of
svumer, and Laura and he could watch tho red dawn togethor.”

Althoush tho everall picturo painted of humanity in a
dcsporate situation is a depresseing ono - o return to animalism,
nmodern SF writors have tempored tha image somewhat with tho
admission that thoro are a few men and women able to maintain thoir
dignity and humanity.

Possibly, such storigs should bast ba considered as
allogory, mineco our proscnt sciontific knowledgo points to tho fact
that th: szun is unlikely to blow up, and certainly not in the
forscoable future, Hoawovar, thore doos romain the romote and
chilling contingoncy that owr sun may be a vartable astar of such a
long period that the gpan of momn's oxistonee as a civiliscd being
has boen too short for him ta have to become aware of it, The ico
agos and past gcological uphoavals have nover becen satisfactorily
¢xplained. It only nccda the slightoat variostion in the sun's
tomporature cithor way to romove stan from the face of tho Earth.

Thus tine stin as mirroraed in tha worlds of sciconco fiction.
The bringer of 1life, tho suproeme Controlloer of nan'a destiny.

Pcrhaps tho closcst conception to o deity in a largely
matorjaliatic modiunm,

Philip Harbottle

* »
- =

POR SALE OR EXCHANGE - oany issucs of THRILLING HOND2R, STARTLING,
SUPIR SF, PLANCT, AMAZING, FANTASTIC ADVENTURZS, I, oic from 1946
onwards - also first few yoara of GALAXY and last 4-5 ycars of
GALAXY, plus all other SF magazincs....ond hundreds of poporbacks,
Lco J Trottior, 28 Broadway Avonuc, Qttawa 1, Ontario, Canada.

vauo vaor wtva

FOR SALE - paperbacks ond hardcovers. Send for list to Adrian Cook,
"St Lucio®, Uest Looo Hill, Yost Looc, Cornwall.
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SCIENCE FANTASY 71 - april 1965 {price 2/6)

The main feature of this issue i3 a nascent latter column,
which, though far from sntisfactory as o letter colunn as yet, ia a
Good Sign: maybe SCIENCE FANTASY will become a magazine yot, instead
of the monthly anthalopgy it is at present,

The lend story is “"Man in His Time", o longish piece by
Brilaon Aldiss which prosénts an absolutely brilliont concopt. Very
good idea indeed this onc, and would have been warth reading cven
had it been writton by a nitty amateur inatead of Brien Aldiss. Hia
handling of the theme is mildly cxperimental and seoma mora than
plightly tinged with DBallardisms - but perhaps that is fust prejudios
on my bahalf, Porhape it could have bocen handled bottors...but I
doubt whothoer anyomc eolsc who could have handled it better would
have conceivod of it in tho first place,

Two goms of first-closs writing stand out in particular in
thia issuc - "The War st Foxhangor" in which Koith Roberts continues
his amusing and whimsical sorios concerning Anita, an apprantice
witch, and her wizenod gucrdian, Grenny Thompson - and "Susan" by
Alistair Bevon, Mr Bovan's tale is suporb im its prociac
doescriptions ond lucid theme; oll of which maoke B N Ball's “The
Excursion' a harsh contrast. Protontious is the word that sums up
“The Excursion”. It builds up quito wcll ag om avorago SF advonture
atory, but when kr Ball tries to rovoal tho way his charactors would
break up under stress; ho avoids disastor only by the shoor futility
and irrolevancc of tho saoquence,

"The Chickon Switch" is a first SF contribution by
Blloston Trover who i3 apparontly well agtablished in another field,
This information is hard to swallow; Trever's doscription and SF
idoas are very good indcad but tho plot ias proéty badly mishandled.
Annoying, bocausc if tho story had lived up to its potential, it
would hove been among tha bost suspensce SF in recant yoars,

The rmagazine 19 mado up with "Hunt a ¥ild Droam" by D R
Hoywaod - o hackneysd "Storrwator Tunncl" typc idea with an unusual
treatmont that suflfored trexondously frowm being sorialisod and
maraly 15 sidos long in all; and "Ovor and Out" - a pagaeond-a-half
viznottc by George Hoy.

Bonfiglioli hos scleccted a photographic cover much in the
idiom currently baing used by the glossy scionco journals - and vory
oye~-catching,

All-in-pll anothar good issua,
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NEY WORLDS SI® 149 - April 1965 (price 2/6)

I've hoard this issue describoed as the bost of Moorcock's
anéd I'm almost agreod. It is cortainly the most woll-balaneed,

The lcad story 1ls by my old favourito, Ted Tubb, and is
the first inetalment of "The Lifc Buyor", "He bought lifc from
othars and his bady had cost him over o quarter of a milliom. Than
somcona dovisad a spectacular plan to kill him." Rather bricfly and
dramatically sums up the first scquence which is, unfortunataely,
indieative of heavy padding but time will tell,

"In Onc Saod Doy™ by Goerga Collyn iz rather wistful...a
quecr picce indead, about thc laost two members of the human race.

Oh my word, this is & saucy onal

One quality lacking in many rocent SF nags is that of
momorability and this is welconcly in plentiful supply in "Death of
an Earthman™ by Gardon Walters. Garraro,; the armloss ox-spacc-
captain-turned-artist and his bittorness will long stay in oy Hall
of Tame. And how Shelly Spanner, the 'traoce analyser’ - dotective =
ig met with the problem of a murder by manual strangulation in which
tho only suspoct has No OIMSecvvirvee

Dan Morgan's pioce is moro typical in that it docsn’t
really stand out...the idea has becn expresscod somewhera elsaas,
"Jocy is a Man" by Bob Hainlein?

But Hek Belov would stand out anywhore = even in the
company af SF's fincat charactoerisations, and Ed Mackin has him
riding again in his irrepressible, irrolevant and irroveront vein in
f'vhat Next?!

"The Flowere of the Yallay" shows onco again that Keith
Roborts 1& a first-rate writer. This is one of those 'throwback!
storics - some girl actually belicves the myths that onee flowors

out of 'ths stinking worm~ridden ground’ instead of being
manufactured in delicato plastics.

P F Woodsz! '"Reactionary" is a fine oxample how just onc
SF-ish 1Qoa can be wovan into a fairly niomorablc story by =2n
experienced writer.

{Continuvod on page 21)
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Our asteemed aditor - long may he
odit - roquires this column wegll
before the end of March, which
doesn’t allow me much time to
collact naw nows. That being the
case, I'll take the opportunity
to dascribo to you somc of the
woas of boing a booksaller, Well
- tryint to be a booksacecllar.
First of all, I have no
loes than thres people demanding
ta knaw why I havo not yot
supplicd copies of John Brunner's
THE WHOLE MAN, Now, I had nbout
threae copies of thia some time
back, and listcd theca in the
cataloguc, They wontessss This
wags a paporback published by
Ballantinoe. It so happons that
the samc story was sold by John
Brunnor to s British publishor -
Faber & Faber, who docided to
publish the book as a hardeover
at 18/-. So Ballantine hold the
American rights to this book and
Faber hold British rights, Most
countrics raecognise tho Intor-
national Copyright Agrcéemont
{passcd into law by various
onactments ingide cach countxry)
and just whera any given country
would come would depend on the
terms of John Brunner's respcct-
ive agresmonta with Bollantine
and with Faber. Offhand X would
imagine that the Ballantine could
be sold in Canada, but the Faber
could not, In Australia probably
the Fobor odition is legal and
the Ballantine ain't. In Russia -
well, thoy just don't racagnise
tho Copyright Agrooment.... But
tha whole point of this is that
neither John Brunner nor Moasrs
Fober & Fober would takae it
kindly if I continued ¢o sall THE
WHOLE MAN in Britain. John would
probatly sond me a rude (not
cbscono) poatcard; Faobor would
write me o lettar, If I porsisted
oither or both could - and would -
toko lezal action to prevont meo,
The oxtont of tha punishmcnt would
depend on tha oxtent of the
affence, but in all probability it
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would bo sufficicntly meverc to put me {and F-M-L, cunsequently] out
of busincaa.

0f coursq, thorc ore anomolias in this situation - lika o
certain hardcover publisher ycleasing, at around 15/-, & hook aftor
the Amcrican pb cdition has becon flooding the country for wmonths -
and bas dropped down to baing hawked at 1/- per copy in variaus
stores. Actually, mo-ona worrios about minor infringoments much -
if thoy did, cditors wouldn't he able to get coples of books without
wising up the pudlishcr on the other side that thoy were interaostoad,
And then so many books are publishod, and in =m0 many cditions, that
many of thow arc wide open. Or one publisher moy hold the ‘foreign!
righta on his odition, and on another edition tkat publisher anly
has 'home' righta. Al) very confusing. But when we don't got a
book (we book-mecllerg) it isn't jusat plain cumacdness. There are
oftch very good rosaons which we considoer obvious - but are not
alwaya so clcar to the customera.

Thon thore aroe funny things - like the customor who picks
up an importcd paperbock, scca a title listod in the back, and
decidos he'd like a c¢opy. So he trots into his 1ocnl newsagent or
booksallor, and says “Please gect me this...”. Tho booksellor checks
the appropriste 1ist and Tinds that the €itle has not beon imported.
Now, tbe straight answer to this ome is “"I'm sorry, it 1s not in
print*®, I know this is confucing to you, but if you add the words
"in this couniry" you'll probobly understand what the bookacllor
means. He cam, by ond large, only supply books which have bean
printced or 'gencrolly imporicd? in the UK, particularly in the casc
of papoerbacka., Ccrtain British publishors and/or importeras ara the
recogniaed agencics for cortain Americon publishors, and vice verso.
If the British publishoer dceides that he wen't have s large onough
ansle for a ccrtain title pubhlished by the Amorienn firm (oand don't
forget ho 1s thinking in thousands of copies, not dozenra) he won't
import it, And the American publisher will not export it to onyone
but the given British publisher {and vice versa, all tha time, of
courscl. And there you hova it..... the bookscller can’t get jit.

He is mot being nwkward, and tho fact that aix montha later you pick
up a topy elsewhere doesn't mako hiwm a liar, cithor. The poeition
may be changod.

Fer oxample, I am now importing cortain Adrmont titles,
Now, thec publishing groups in Amoricn {ond T will admit that T was
alightly shakon when I found out juat what n high-flying calioction
of publishers I was tockling) have an official representative in
London, Most of the materiscl handled - and publjshed - is tachnical
and educationnl {how Airmont SF s¢ts in there, don't ask me) and for
obvious rcasons they didn't ¢arry o stock of the paparbacka I wantod
in Landan, Nor digd they think my mrasly litilo ordars wore worth
opening up the ficld. But I persistod on the Amorican sids and con
now ot them - beocause T con s0ll enoush to mako it at leaast
rcasonable, But if you trat inta the lacal bookstore and ask thom
to get yau a ecopy of THE MEMORY BANK by YWallaca West, and give them
all the data including the publisher's onddreas, it is highly
unlikoly they'll be able to supply. Rut suppoac they da decide to
try, thcy have the chaice of twoe things - they con write direct ta
tho publisher at the address you've given, or they can aend an order
to on¢ of the British importors who speciaslise in the Awmerican ficld,
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Suppose they talte the first course - well, when the latter lends up
on someone’s desk at Airmont a iot will dopend om who it isx, and how
bright he or she is feeling that merning, On the face of it, this
will ba an overseas trade order (provided Airtiont have the overseas
rights to tiits title) the best thing to do is to nmend it, charging
the ordinary retail prico and postage. If this is done, the book-
peller will in Que coursc get a paperback with a face value of 40¢,
which haa ¢ost him - in direct- expenditure only - 6d or 1/3 for his
order to USA, 4%0¢, and 10¢ postage on the baci, and about 1/- to 1/6
oxpenscs on paying tho SOF bill by banit &raft or money order. Say a
minimum of 5/= and a maximum of 6/3, WNow ho hasm zot to decide how
rmuch he ig going te charge for itecssas

I could ge tirough thae various pornutations of tihe other
alternative choicos I'va indicated cxist, but I won't, Unlcss you
AsK MOesaass

A similer condition coxists on this side of tho watar., Onc
of the torrible trageodios of tha booksolling profcssion thosa days
is that although it is prima-ily a3 'small man’s busincss', demanding
tho attontion, intorcst, and onc might almest say the undying
devotion of those engaged in it, tho number of books publishad today
provont any bookseller - even the biggest = carrying more than a
percontago of the 'in print' titles in stock, The percentage one
carries dopcnds on the sizo of thoe business, and the amount of
capital onoe cen afford te have tied up in slow-moving stock which
occupics space oa which ono has te pay rates, oete. I do my bast to
oarry in stock nll the ST titles in print in Britain, plus a
roasonablae percantase of tha available American matorial, This
moans in fact that I am carrying in stock o percentagoe of tho 'in
print' books that is shown by a deccimal point followad by a scries
of zZeros....with a figure tailing along tho cond somcwhara, Om
paperbacks alone there are in print in Britain at sny tice between
10,000 and 15,000 - say I havec a thousand titles on hand {including
non-fiction and non-5F) thon I can claim to havo somathing like 7%,
But then talke into consideration the American titles,,..the 'Letwecn
boards' material,...

So wa then como up uvith tho problon of tho cuatoner who
wants somcthing you don't stoek, from a publisher with whom youlva
no account. Tho anstror is a 'smingle capy order',,.on order, an
invoice, 2 wrapping and packing, n atatoment, a payment and posgibly
o roceipt. Add up juat the postage invelved in that lot and igs it
any wondor that thoe trade shudders at the theught of the 'singlc
copy order'?

Vazrious individual publighors and zroups of publishers and
booksellars have attompted to find answars to thids and othor
probleme, and ncext time I'1li Ioll youw somethi=gs about the various
'solutionrs' which have becen rut into practise, But ploase bear in
mind tiat my remarks are all genceralisations, often procodures noted
are not strietly true of any one troasaction, but a kind of
'gestald' of tho variations that can occur in tie typc baing
discussed.

Now to the information for which you have boon vaiting -
what there 1s of it, I hear from Don Wollheim that Aco will be
publishing shortly a paperbacik edition of THI FILLOWSKIP OF THE
RING....but pleasc mote that it will not be available in Canada or
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Great Britain. The salc and purchase of this cdition in thosc
countrics will be illegal and if you skippcd all my proccding
romarks, nowv is tho time to o back over them and hnve a looik!

I am informecd that Ziff-Dbvis ownership of AMAZING S5TOQTIES
ond FANTASTIC will ccase with tha June issues, and tho purchasor of
thcse magazines is S0l Cohen of the GALLXY group. I'm not cloar on
whether M Cohan personally is purchoasing the two mazs or whothor
the Galaxy Publishing Corporation is the prospoctivo owner, Lut I'va
written him on the subject, If the import channcls of AS and FANT
aro changed, thcn the only two Anorican wafs which will be imported
with rceasonable reliability will bo ANALOG and MAG OF FLSF - at
least that would scom to be a fair gucssi

Rumiour has it that therc 1vill be a drastic cut-back in the
omount of Amcrican paperback SF publaished,..,well, it hod to come.
Somo of tho publishers havo roally boen plunging! E think in onc
¢aso a new cdition waa brought out onm one title wvhen copics of tho
noxt ocarlter odition were still onm the standsg, and copiasz of the
cdition befora that werc in the hands of tho ‘remainder® trade -
tihisa, of coursc, is an cxomple of unplannod obsoloscencel ind soome-
ona was really out of tsmch with the morket,,,.!

New Dritish title, THE TIME #,CTOR by Rox Gardon,
published by Anthony Gibbs and Phillips at 16/- is a hardcover
version of the Aco pb FIRST THROUGH TILE, John Christopher's naw
novel, THE POSSESS0RS, is up to his usutl high standard of writing,
but not intcended to strain the imnginstion and hence will not have a
high 'fantary' appeal, JTn the Statoc, Sam Moskowlitz' sccond work on
the biographies, and appreciationes of the work, of the pcople whe
write SF will be out in Junc, titled SEEKENS OF TOMORROVW. Thero
#iIl bo & watehed coppanicn volune titled HODERN MUASTZRPIBCES OF
SCIENCE FICTION, whicna will contain onc story by cach author
‘covercod? in SEEKERS OF TOLORROW. Price on theac will be #6.00
otch. N setond edition of BXPLORIRS OF THE INFINITE will apprar in
the Fall, and will have a sinilar corpanion anthology.

The nli-=sceing eya of the average fan will have noted the
advert in NIW WORLDS ond SCIENCE FANTASY, advinina o1l iatcrestod
partics that Compact Boolta aroe coumencing a scrios of SF pbg, the
first being THZ SUNDERZD HORLDS by Michaol Maorcark....socond will
bo TH? PRODIGAL SUN by Phiilip lligh, previeionally sRehedulod forr May
26th, MAGAZINE OF HORROR & STRANGE STORIES Fcb 1964 iasuno haa beon
imported by T&P at 2/-, and you nay bo lucky te find a few around
hero and there. In July, llodder & Stoughton will publish & scquel
to THE SZRPENT by Jano Gookell, titlod LTLAN...and Chatte % Windus
haye a deteetive novel cowving up from liargery allinchom e¢allad THE
KIND RE..DERS - and ESP is part of the plot. TALES OF TIRAOR, lotest
ipported Charlton cagazine, centaing nore actual story content than
have thoir HORROR MONSTERS, ¢t€ea....the Svmier 1964 wamber has
cbout 15 short yarns, shout cight of which aro writton Ly Stanton A
Coblentz. Nowost Aco SF titles aro F-325 ORDEAL IN HOWHERZ by Andre
Norton - a sequel to STOMS OVER WARLOCK, and F-326 THE WIZARD OF
LEMURIA by Lin Carter - a sort of Klino-Burroughs-Houard saga.

500 yoU«s..? Irs
ZAnd just & reminder of the address of Ken's baokshap, for anyonc
whao oay be intcrested - FANTAST (HEDUAY) LTD,, 75 Norfolk Stract,
WYisbech, Camba. _/
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by Vot Hoqae ey

Things arc looking up a littlc in the cinoema and on TV,
and ana can hope that it is tho start of pomothing, not just cnothar
flash in the pan.

First of all thoare are two large-scale films on genoral
rcloaso which are undoubtodly SF and arc laballed ns such,

The firat of theec ig ROBINSON CRUSOE ON MARS, which I
found wall worth soccing. Adnittedly, thare ore some rathor awkward
proccas shots and the spocoships ara very unconvincing, but to makae
up for that it is o well constructced film, full of suspensa with on
unusually intelligent seript. The chotce of Death Valloy for a
location was inapircd ond T must say & word for the actors,
particularly Vic Lundin as Friday for being so convineingly alion.

The sccond £ilnm is CRACK IN THE WORLD, which roports
susgest is good on gpecial effgets but weak on tho script.

There is also a double hill consisting of MUTINY IN OUTER
SPACE (formerly SPACE STATION X) and THE HUMAN DUPLICATORS, on
rolcage, Both are dircctod by Hugo Grimaldi and both, judgine by
the raoports I have soen, arec wor:ih missing.

Alan Bodd, in NEW WORLDS 148, sccms to have found a good
film ecallad VOYAGE TG THE END OF THE UNIVZRSE, which he recarmends
to oll who wont cscapism.

Another filo on genoral roelease which comes into our ranga
of interost is Hamror's big budget production of H Rider Haggord's
SHE, starring Poter Cushing, Bernard Cribbins, Christonhor Loe, John
Robinsen and Ursula fndresa. It's directed by Robort Doy and shaoula
provide good ofeaplst ontertainnent,

As for the future - woll, it leocks as though Vincent Prica
is the zan to logk out for. He haa just completed twe filme, ome in
Britain and onc in America, which are scicnce fictional in content.
The British one is CITY IN THE SEA - an Atlantis-type story token
from a poori by Edgar Allan Poo. The Aperican one should be cven
rmorce intoresting. - it is o film version of Richard Motheson's I AN
LEGEND, smeripted by tha author and called NAKED FEAR.

That other oan of Horror, Boris Karloff, in making HOUSE
AT THE END OF THE WORLD -« an adaptation of one of H P Lovecrast's
somi-SF stories.

Fore nabulous, dut alse promising possibilitics, arc
Harmier's long-pronised snd long-awnited filwms of QUATERMASS AND THE
PIT and John Wyndham's THIZ CHRYSALIDS - for which a seript has boon
writton,

No more film ncws but things are looiinz bottor om the
spoll screen also. During the last wonth (at the time of writing)
thoro havo heenm two nlays and two ghildren'sa serials on TV and there
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arQa two Amcricon film seorics beins shown on variocus ITV stcotions,

Tho first of thcesc is VOYAGE TO TAZ JOTTOM. OF THE SITa,
which is based on the film of the nome name but ian't by any woans
as gaod,

Tho soecond is THE QOUTER LIMITS, which haa just arrived on
my local station. Having uccn only one part so far, I con't judsmo
the sariss as o whole, but I found the film I did sec a well-made
bad story that I enjoyoed. Thare’s plenty of room for development
into somothing very pfood,

The future? Cdound Crispin has a soriosl coming on EJIC and
they have also comaissioned a docunontary style film from Potor
Hatkins (who directed the magnificont CULLODEN) abont the alfteroath
of an d-bomb cttock om 2 Aritish city.

I wust end with a pcntion of the cost spcetacular TV
pictures of all - the Russinn aatronaut's somorasult in suace, Vith
that on our home scroensa, then the future roally is exciting.

Vic Talle

tt
Fxraaeaxx
*rE s aan

"The Chcaging Shapo of Charlice Sauff"™ by R ¥ Mackolworth
is yot another of this spato of stories that apparcntly aotirisgo
their own thene = this is about thoe alicn who ean change into
anythine if 5 human wishes strongly enough. A fovouriic devico of
pulp fietion. Apparontly Moorcock rather likes thnesc mild unfunny
aatirea, T don't,

Strilking cover, adeguate boolt reoviews, fair oditorial and
it's all over for umother month. The noxt issua is the nuch
vauntced 150th annjversary issuc with a lince=-up of favous nanwsa

vren

Even when the starica ore bad, both SCIEZENCE FANTLSY and
NeW WORLDS arc °*musts' for tha SF fan. Only theoy indicate the trond
of British SF.

BOOKS 7OR SALE Onec copy only of c¢ach = all in nint condition with
afw at 776 rach {postaga extral....COUNTERFEIT WORLD (CGalouye);
BIYOND THE SARRIER (Knight); IT W.S THE DAY 07 THE ROBST {Long):

P ARADOX MEN (Harmes=); THZ DEZP RE.:CHES QF SPACE {Chandlov}); [1DON
BASE {Tubb}; SPACE 30RN (Mright); UNCENSORZD AN (Scllings); ALL THE
COIOURS OF DARKNESS (Bigglo); WITH A STRANGE Dy ICE (ltusscli);
LO/FIRS OF RFEFUGE (Grean})...Patc Weston, 9 Porlock Crosccent,
Northfieild, Birminsham 31.

ot e 3 rens
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SGIENGE FICTION BOOK CLUB

for SF of the bighest standard at the lowest pricos in well-bound

volumes, Herce 13 the current programme:

WAY STATION CQUNTEIRFEIT WORLYD

by Clifford Simak by Laniel Galouwye

MAY 15s for SFDC 6s JUNE 153 for SFBC 6s
REVOLT IN 2100 ALL THE COLOURS OF OARKNMNESS
by Robert Hoinlein by Lloyd Piggle Jr

JuLY 16s for SFBC 6s AUGUST 16s for SFBC 6=
TIME AND STARS GUNNER CAUE

by Poul Andurson by Cyril Juda

SEPTEMBER 15s for SFBC 6s OCTOBER 155 for SFBC 63

Also in Auzust an SFDC Uptional title

THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF JONATIIAN [IOAG
by Robert Heinlein
18s for SF3C 115 6d, pust frue
Many SFRC past titles arc still in print, ond the vholc range of
famous Renders Union Optional Looks i3 now oavailable to memhers of
SFBC. For full dotails plcase tick tho appropriate space on the
enrolment form bolow.

- —————————— e —~u—== JOIN SFBC HERE =seccccsmcccccmeecmaaeeeaa
: SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB, Hew Gnrolecents, 10-13 Redford Strect,
Londan WC 2,

Plcasc cnrol me 23 a member of SCIENCE FICTTON BOOK CLUB from
{month), I will purchasc six conacculive Choicus ond
continuo thercofter, subject to one month's netice of resignation.

{ ) I will pay on roceipl of cach book 6x (plus 1s postogo).

{ ) 1 onclose 12 (including postage and packing) for six books.

( ) Ploase send wme full detnils of RU Optionals and past titlos
avallable in SFRL.

Ovoerscas and Circe: pleéeasce roemit in advanco for a minimomn of gix hooks,

NAME, osovvvena
(Cloarly plos
ADDRESS. .. .. R R R LI I R I RS .

(Mr, /Mrs, Miiss)
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THE MARTIAN WAY by Isaae Agimov
Published by PANTHER at 3/6, 186 pascs

This coilection contains four Asimov atorics first
publishcd in the corly and midefifties, There is no conncction
botwecn any of them and the 'raison d'etro! for the collection is
sonawhat obseure, The book smacks lorgely of having dredged up ony
four storics in order to get gomething on the bookstalls., In writing
this, I fecl it only fair to say that I am of tho opinion that the
storias most worthy of roprint orc anthologised or collecctad first;
it's taken this ect ton yoars.

Tha title story is probably tho best of the four, The
colonists on Maras arc finding the going tough. Thoir wator supply
is boing threatonod becausce of cxiremely cmotional political rcasons,
It is left to the Mortian scavengers, the body of spacomoen who liva
by salvaging forgotten satellites, descorted spacocraft and the like,
to find the solution, Much of this story is gged scionce fiction.

A recolistic picturc of lifo in space is painted and an oven morc
realistic one of 1life on a water-rationod planot is dapictods Thero
is presant, however, a slightly deplorablo crowing at the final
victory, a *'look how clever we are, fclicrs' attitude which is
somewhat unacalthy. It could be argucd that this is how peopic
bohave, that thaey are ggﬁ perfect, but the catire climax to the
story, with its very rushod ending (perhops originally cut to
oditerial specifications?) seems to posgess this troit and nothing
clsc. Contrastcd with the poingtaking build-up of tho ecarlicr part
of thc story, in which the Mortian problci is prosanted garoafully,
the onding i3 surprisingly poorly written. @ pity.

In "Youth", Asimov tackles the old turn.about thamse, the
same one complained of as being hackneyed 6l1d hat when Fredric Brawm
wrote round it in "Soldier”, Asimov's treatment is mastorly.

"The Doop" foatures anothor plot which is no nowecomer to
SF {to turn to Brown again for a parallel therc is "The Last
Martian'), viz, the transfercnce of a dying racs to a new plonet,
Again, thc Good Doctor's treatment is all we oxpect from him,

"Suckor Bnit) is the longest story in the collection,
couprisging scvonty-six poges. Thoe plot hore is hardly tingling
fresh, either, Agroup of scientists is taking part in an expodition
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to oxplore and report on a planet which had boan colonised but whoso
colony haa dicd out bocausc of some mystericus circumatancc. A good
steadfast standby; SF plot 17B. If you ara thinking at this point
of a biclogiat, & paychologist, two or thrao othor odd 'eists', a
captain who is as rugged as a John Wayna horo and yet who is not
quito 'with it', thon you’re cheating: you'vo road storics boforo.
Who elac ¢an ba thrown in here? The young raw rocruit, did you say?
Right first timc. In this instance, Asimov introduces a slightly
diffcrent typoe of raw recruit, but if your intuition has becn right
ma far, then you will not ba surpriscd to lcarn who solves the
overriding mystory,

This thon, iz a hack colloction, a string of Asimov pat-
boilors, But do not dismiss it lightly. This celloction is worth
overy penny of its 3/6. Hero is & alick, profossional cxample of
how to write, Aspiring writcers would do wall to road it, study it,
to anmalysc it. Such invaluablae lassons are raroly given for such a
smal2 gum, Here is how to chenge 'old-hat!, highly prodictable
storias into frosh, higaly readoble tales of oxcitement and wonder.
fsimov has written scicence {iction that is much nmere original, but
fcw writers have roroly written SF that is 8¢ unoriginsl so well and
so sntertainingly,

Ron Bennctt

AFTER DOOMSDAY by Poul Andersan
Published by PANTHER at 3/6. 179 pages

Tha United States' fimst interstellar spacoship roturns to
f£find all lifa on Earth destroyed in on atomic holocaust. Tho oll-
malc crev raturn to tha volume af space occecupiod by thoas alien
racee which had previously had dealings with Earth, to tako revengo
for tho dostruction of Earth and to contact other Earth shipa, somo
of them crowad by women, which were boing plannced when thay first
left.

Kandomir, the chiof suspoct, is figating a war, so tha
Amoricans join in agoinst them and, with thc aid of radically ncw
woapons, defeat them in a gigantic space battle. Nows of tho
battle reaches o porty of Buropocan women who were hiding in onothor
part of tha Gnlaxy. #s in all mystery storica, however, the obvious
murdercr turns out to be inmocoant.

Thera is nothing cutstanding about this book - it is
routine gpace opera, full of fast moving action and supor-sciontific
gadgots, Evon tho cover is not up to PANTHER's usucl standard, I
you lika apaca opora, AFTER DOOMSOAY will give you & fow lhours
pleasant reading, but therc 1s littlo olsa te bo sgaid for tt,

Tad Ball

TOMORAOW X 4 oditcd by Domon Knight
Publishod by GOLD NEDAL at 2/6. 168 pagas

Although the short story of between throc and five
thousand words i3 tho most popular and typical SF length, a good
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doal con bo said in favour of the short novel or novella of around
fiftecen thousand werds. Within it there is room to dovelop an idea
complately. And there is no ¢all for the padding which ofton makos
up o good 50% of tho full sizod novels.

TONORROW X 4 contains four noveleattoes, aach by a master
hand,

"The Night of Hoggy Darn" by R M McKenna is set on Wow
Cornwall, a planst of lew zravity, stupcndoua forosts and four mwoons
picturesqualy namcd Morwenna, Annis, Cairdwean and Hoggy Darn.

Flintar Cole, a young ccologist, arrives on Now Cormwoll
to do a survey. At first, he is omphatically unwantcd. Conditions
ara dangorous and shroudced with mystory. But togother with Pia, a
lovely local zirl, with whom ho comiea naked out of tho forest, hc
finds himgaolf invelved in o planet's folk-lore,

This is o really fine story which contoins all tha baat
aloments of scicnca fietion,

"Tho Sourccs of tho MNile" by Avram Povidson, is good
ontertainmont, It is 2 sample of what happens whaen a roally
brilliant author writes a story with nothimg mpuch to it. The
writing is witty, but 2t timcs the dialopgue sinks to the level of
comic cross-talk. You just can't take this story scriously. Enjoy
it for tha laughs.

YNo Woman Born" by C L Moore is a science ficetion classic.
Excellant, scholarly writing donle with a vital subjact in a human,
understanding manner. No nocd here for slick dialogue or verbal
firaworks. No ncod for text-book jargom or doliberately
nonufactured obscuwrity. It is o roally good story teld in beautiful
English

The final novclotte, “Tha Roads Must Roll" is by the
Rudyard Kipling of tha Spaco Age, tha Baden Powell of Tomorrow's Boy
Scoutg, the Bard of the Banncer-spanglod Stara, Rabaort Heinlein.

The Roads are mechanical wan-carriors powercd by the sun,
Factories, shops, otc., line tho roads in a long, narrow strip; and
tha worker-conguners rcsido in the ncarby countrysidcs The moving
roadas arc vital to the very oxistanco of the American nations 'Down
insjde? toila an army of technicions commanded by militory-atylo
cndets.

i revolt of thesce technicians brecks out in omo soctor,
bringing doath and destruction to a portion of tho road, and a
torrible throat of moro to follow., But tho Cadots, of coursu, comc
to the roscue. The roadways koep rolling.

Good, axtravert, vintage Heinlsin.

W T Webb

THE LOAFERS OF REFUGE by Joscph Green
Publighcd by GOLLANCZ at 15/-. 168 pagcs

Many people like Andre Norton boolks, and thoss who do
should lika THE LOAFERS OF REZFUGE. The stylo, plotting and
characterisation (what there is of it) ara 2ll vory similar,

Unfortunataly, I personally £ind Andre Norton virtually
unroadablo, and the same opplios 20 this book, I dislike child-
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harocs unless they got boyond the stage of do-gooding know-it-alla
who pet the world rignt, and the child hero in this book does not
got beyond this stercotyped charactor-iwmage. I dislilke alion worlds
identical to Earth in nearly overy respoct, with honest, hard-
working colomists who have rebelled against am overcrowded home
world tilling the land; the image i8 suspiciously like tha American
whimsical dream of the carly US colorista, opchning up tho West, I
also dislike natives of touching innocenco and ¢onchanting pricitive-
neas, but who have their own kind of civilisation oand who only want
to live in poacca

Joseph Grecen should realisa that this sort of thimg has
been spewed out countless timas before, and that the weak situation
of an Earth child going partly nativo and 301ving all the planaet's
problems, together with a weak plot that tricklos along from one
lukowarm event ta another, is just not onough to moke o readable SF
booka.

But as I =maid before, Andrc Norten fans will probably like
this onec.

Charles Platt

TELEPATHIST by John Brunncr
Publishcd hy FABER at 18/-. 230 pages

As onc might cxpect from an author who sports a goatee and
A winr-coloured corduroy jackcot, this hook is slightly pretenticus,
Like at loast 90% of the pai storics I've raad, it attompts to
describe the bitternoss, tho lonclincss, the apartncss folt by
telepaths. It tectors on the verge of succoss; for me it misscd by
a hair'as broadth; for those who actually like psi storica, it is
pretty good.

Gerold Howson is born & ¢ripple, o runt, a hacmophiliac
and a bagtard, Ta ndd te his bad start in lile, he is bora in the
midat of o crisis which le aAnpnrently coused by revelt and
torroriew in Britain, but this is loft intontionolly and offectively
vaguc.

For 20 yenrs, he livea the lifc of a cripploy, & runt and
a bastnrd (he doosan't know he's o hacmophiliac,...smoll morcics...)
and, although this would bo cnough to drive a persan pretty bitter,
Howson docsn't turn nut more than averagely introvortod and cynical.

Then he discovers his telepathic powers. Aftor trying to
ascapa, froe hoa=doesn't-really-know-what, he is talcen to the capital
of Qutor Mongolia (of all places) te the WHO (nothing te do with
that Dr.} tacrapy cenire for training as » curative telepathist.

Ho works aut quita wnll, and there aro aome drilliant
cpisodes of fontasy that stand out in particular, and tacn Howson
becomes digantiaficd with his lot, =scts off homo to find hiwself and
manasges to do sa in a splurge of canceontrated emotion.

Brunncr's writing i3 rcoarkably unoven, Some paagsages
nro fincly detailed and really cxtromcly well-drawn, yet an other
oe¢casions he faila to supply o nccessary piece of information, which
wakes visualisation hard or iapassible. The plot wondors a great
drsl, and the book has the appearance of a uuober of short c¢piscdes
weldod and bashod by Brunnor into forming o novel. But in spite af
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cortain stylistic defocts, his ldeas are, ovu the wholo, refreshing -
he manages to thinlt of » new artform or two which probably endeorad
tha whole hook to mo,
It is worth recoding,
Graham Hall

YOU SANE MEN by Lawrence M Janifer

Fublishad by LANCER at 50¢. 152 poges wewdone s Lawrence M, Jowsder

This navel is written in the YOU SANE MEN
stroam-of-conciousncss style, where most a futere world dedicated to
sentencesg are ropeatud two or thraoe times Nfﬂu.fﬁt mosi Shocﬁllg

with slight varistions)» "I um trying to
put it all down, all of it, the rocurd of
the world I hava just left, the rocord
which you of the Comity, yuu finec Doctors,

novel you will ever read

you sanc and balancced men in your safe ” .
world, youw looso and caraless mon who . =

surround me, who smilo and insist and .

adjust and old and understund - tho rccord . L

you aro going to find so strange and so odd
and 50 shocking.”

A bookful of this rubbish is morc
thon enough to putl me off, but sincc to

review the thing I had to read it, I .
ploughed an, Hore is the "plot' in a nut-
shell,

Tho writer lives in a world where

there ore two classos, the Lords (and Ladies
and thoe Bound men and womon. Tho latter arce a gslave claas and their
main duty is to be aveilable for torturce by the Upper Class Lords
and Ladies, For this purpose, escoape proof remand homes arc
available, and whon o Lord gets niggly, ho books a room and is
supplied with a girl (bound hand and foot) 2nd a sct of torturc
inustrunonts. Hoving usad the poraphernalia to his best ability, his
victim is carted off for hoaling by their advanced medlcinal
tachniques, However, all jis not well in this Utopia, tho idle youth
fomant a rovotution (ﬁ the RBound people = they never come to life)
and tho writcer who has formed eame sort of love for a particular
Boungd girl, joina the cardboord rovolt againat the oldera, and
cecapes into spaco whero he is picked up by Earthmon and tells them
his story....ho takcs the girlt with him, but I falled to understand
what happened to her.

According ta the jocket hlurb, this is a shocking noval,
For once, tho jocket is parfectly true,..though not intantionally
s0. It is shockinyg that such rubbixh ¢an be writien, sold to a
publishor and foistod off on a gullible public, Apart from the
footling plot, the charactars never 'live', the situntions are no
more than backidrops and the whole shebang 18 nevoar more than an
cutline quivoring around in the fog ond never assuning any aomblance
of reolitye. Harsh worda? Yesg, but rcad the boog if you don't
accept my opinions. You may like it - some people may ¢ven enjoy 1t
~ thc auther probably did, but for mo I'd much prefer o good
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rollocking .007 misadventurc.
Terry Jeaves

PRITISH BOOK RELEASES

SHIZLD - Poul sndcregon {Babson 15/-; April)

THE H/UNTED ST.RS - Edmond Hamilton (Hcrbert Jenkins 12/6; sApril)

TUNNEL IR THE SKY ~ Robort A Heinlain (Gellanes 15/-; April)

BEST SF STORIES OF JANCZS BLISH {(Faboer 18/-; April)

SOMSWHEZRE & YOICE - Eric Fronk Russell (Dobson 16/-) ~ short storics

ANALOG ANTHOLOGY ¢d by John W Campbell (Dobson 30/-) - originally
appearcd in the Statcs as throc geporate books - about 900pp

NEW WRITINGS IN SF 4 od by John Carnell (Dobson 16/-) - contains
“High Bigcht" by David Stringer; "Star Light" by Isaac Asimov;
"Hunger Over Swect Water" by Ceolin Kappj; "The Country o¢f the
Strong” by Donnis Ztchison:"Parking Problem" by Jan Morzan; “Sub-
1im" Ly Koith Roberts; “Bernio the Faust” by Wiilliam Tenn.

THE OLD DIC RICH & OTHEZR SF STORISS - H L Gold (Dobson 18/-)

NO FUTURE YN IT - Jolhn drummor (Panther 3/6; April)

THE SCREANING FACE « John Lymington (Corgi 3/6; April)

THE COUNTZRFEIT MAN - Alan E Noursc (Corzi 3/6; April)

TEE ALIEN WAY - Gordon R Lickson (Bantam 3/6; fpril)

CITY - Clifford D Simal (Four Squarc 3/6; May)

THE BIG TIME = Fritz Leiber (Four Square 3/6; June)

GLORY ROAD « Robert A Heinlein (Fouwr Square 5/-3 1?71
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RICHARD GORDON, Cairnficld,
Buckie, Bonffshire,

I'm baginning to feel tiaot oll
this dJdiscusasion about Ballard
and, in particular, "Terminal
Booch" 15 guite pointless.

Tha Peter Vhitao article
was vury interesting - I found
it c¢ven morc difficuit to
widerstand than tha original
story itself ~ all of which
shows, as far as I personally
am concorned, that either you
understand metaphysical
meandering, or you don't...I
don't, I'm afraid, although ¥
cnjoy much of what he writos,
and it isn’t that his writing
is obscurc, oithor. On tho
contrary, it's boautifully
lucid and so, within his owm
boundaries, is his thinking.
Within his own boundaries ~ tho
opcrative phrase. Thoso lie
beyomnwt, below or above most
people, with tho result that it certairly snems obscuro, with the
inovitabla result that howover lucid he may be, what he writes about
will still rowoin obacurce o the unluckily uninitiatoed sueh us,
unfortunately, I. I etan follow his metaphysical, peaychological,
Frcudian (or whatever it is.) ronsoning so far, but only se far.
Somewhere along tho line he takos off for the wild blue yonder,
leaving my material mind strandod far behinda

Thua I think the articlo failed ns am erticle. Therao's
littlo point in makinz an cxplsanation, hewevor valiantly rrosonud -
as was this, whon tho only solution passibly lics in decp oand vory
probabily primitivo omotion, not alwnys raoodily accogsible to most
poople. The only thing such an article succecds in cxploining is
that thae auwthor thereof shows thot he knowsz what Ballard is tolking
about, which isn't really of great interast to ather paople, unleas
they too thinle that they understond All....in which case they can
compare their own feelings about the stery. But presumably the
objcect of thu article was to cxplain to those fho o Not Understand,
for their grcator clucidation and cdificnhtion. In this cose, I
don’t ihink it worked.

But intercsting all tae mRamn,.

Torry Bull’e articlc on Ed Howilton was competont but not
nearly so intercesting ~s his othor article an Jack Vance - perhaops
bocauae (lamilton ian't mearly such on interesting writcr.

DICK HOWETT ¥V/31 couldn't have been any moator
9% Ravensbourne Crescent than it was, The front and back
Harold WWeod covers, though unoriginal werc up to

Easox profoessional standard. Howcvnr‘ could
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somoone plansa enlighten mc on what the back tover was supposad to
be? I hordly think Epping Forast is SF, or vice versa. Also, Phil
Harbottle's copicd 1lloa should have beon proporly eraditod to thy
original ortists, and not with a few nunbors and dashes tucked away
in the cornor.

Tha roat of tho magazinc is not really worth commenting
upon. Peter White muobles away about hia favourito authar and
monages ta sqttccoze avery singls 'hidden nossage' out of a short
atory. I suspoct if Ballord wrota just one ward, Uhite would be
ablo to c¢xtol it and fill another two pages of VECTOR with 'what tho
great nan is trying to say, folks?,

I find rysclf agrocing with Gray Hall over the NOW WORLDS
1llos of "The Power of Y" ns 'childish scribblings'., I think I am
right in gaying that tho artist who did them is tho curront rave in
impreseionistic art in artistic circles, 20 who's leidding whom?
Maybo this ortist IS a child? Or perhaops tho ortist WAS just
scribbling at tha tirte. I suspect tho lattor,

BRIAN STABLEFQRD The covers ond Phil Haorbottlo's illustrations
16 Thompson Road wera first claasas. Torry Bull's article was a
Denton little sketehys Ho defonds Hamilton well, Lut
Lanes if ho'd mentioncd what sort of tripo wna

ranpant abeut this tioe in thoe magazines, he
could have dona a lot botter. The only othor
writer of the late twentics he mentioned wosg Doc Smith, who many
(not me) hold to da a bettor writor, Montion of somo of the storias
by Williomson, Leinater and Robeson would have enhancaed his case.
Ho wisely does not zive o cataleguc of Homilton's coarly work,

Potor Whirc's articlo teolk a long timo to say what was
obvious « i,¢. that Ballard was dealing with the cpmationa) effects
of the bomb, but nover roally gave an oxplanation as to how the
obscurc dressing up of tho story holpod it. He gtatos that theso
tendencios in the story helped it. He states that thaso tendencios
in the story are dangoraeus, and mare or loss leaves it at that, In
rmy opinion, his defence leaves an awful lot still to bo Jdefonded.

HENRY MANSON I found Pcte Woston‘a article an the lato
149 McKRinley Crescent H Bean Piper very intereating, but I'm
Irvine praparcd to cross swords with him on his
Ayrshire stotement that Pipor'ec firat story eppaarod

in ASTOUNDING in 1947. 1I'wp pratty sure

that he wrote a story for AMAZING quita
some timc beforo '47. I woy be wrong but I think ho was writing in
ANAZING befora the war.

ZAccording to Don Doy's INDEX TO THZ SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINES 1926
-~ 1950, Piper's first story wes "“Tino and Time Again® which apnearod
in.....ASTOUNDING April 1947. Sorry, RGP_/

HARRY HARRISON A reviawer may analyse a book, criticise a book,
Rfrtangved 4 dissect ¢ beol and giva his opinion of a book.
Snckltersten £ revicwer may not stoop to insult. I was
denunark doeply ahocked whon I read Charlas Plattis

corvionts on ZARIHUURKS by Brian W hAldiss. This
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is not o revicw, but a display of dad temper. The final paragraph
is a delibernte attempt to strika at Aldiss's livolihood ond sheuld
nover hava appearod in print,

Tho tonc of the ontire roview is demcaning and insulting -
and bears no rcecmblonac to litorary ceriticism. A strangoer to
secionec fiction who read tho review would nover realise that Brian W
Aldigs ia one of the leading writers in this fiold ond undoubtadly
the loading stylist, In o ficld that abounds in terrible, impossibla
bLooks, ha has nover written a bad ono. His worst effort ia for more
readable and cnjoyable than most of the 'classica' of SF thot
cluttor our shelvas and infinitely bettexr than tho works of most
contcmpororiaos.

T don't know what promptod Chorles Platt to write this
exoreiac in bad taste, noxr do T eore. I am surprised that Roger G
Peyton, the cditor of this journal, allowed it into print,
Navertheless it has happenad. There is, however, one thing that
still can ba done, Onc of you gentlemon should writa an apology Tor
VECTOR 32, A grava crror has baen made and in 2ll fairncss tho
reeord sheuld be set straight,

BRUCE MONTGOMNERY (“Edmund Crispin") Quite apart from being woll

efo Clcments ovor the linc which scparates
Boasgton disapproval from what is
Braadhonpston logally actionable, Platt's
Totncs notico of Aldiss's EARTHWORKS
Daven doscrvos comment for five main

reasong |-

(1) Vitupcration is 2 childish form of writing.

(2) Vituperation is a barbarous forn of writing. Anyono
incapable of critieising without resort to hyaterieal fist-shaking
is 'ipso facto' not civilised cnough to bo allowad to do any
ceriticising nt all.

{3) Vituperation is a gratuitous insult to poople - such ag, in
this caso, myself - vho happen to disagros with the vituperator,
Itz implication is that sueh poople must be worthloss zanios.

(%) A1)l vituperation is bad; vitupcration dirccted against
Aldiss iz ungenorous as woll. The fact that ag President Aldigs
workcd hard for the BEFA docgn't of course moan that there’s amy bar
to Platt'a writing unfavourably about a book of nis. It deoos very
definitely meon, ithough, that merc puerilr malignancy won't do.
That just won't do at all.

5) Platt's noticc is yct another esign of the narrow pointlass
demonology which is devoloping fnsdide the BSFA., Amis and Ballord
alroeady have horns, forkad tails and cloven hoovos, and now, it
scoms, Aldiss i3 to be givon them too. But only the ignorant
beliova in devils, and thnink it neccssary to shriok curscs at tharm
on anry pretoxt or nones Let's grow up a bit, can't we?

LBoth Ky Harrison and kr Montgomory arae perfactly corroct - the
revicw was bad and should nevor havo appearced in print. For my part
it was just gross carelossness in laotting it throuzh: 1 ecarn only
offer my apclozics to Brian Aldiss ond anyone cleo affocted by it.

{(Continued at foot of pago 32)
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€CALLIDNG A L L 5COTTIESH MNEMBERS\) !

Wlivp bucn keeping a close eye on the New Members list and
we peem to hava cnough peoplée North of ihe Border to justify a one
day mecting, probably in Glasgow.

Therv ig » Caledounian 5F group and the 6 founder mombors
might ba a suitable nucleus for 3 committew, with additional mamborsa.

Before any details arc disgcusscd, T nucd to have the
asupport of at least 90% of thu Scottish BSFA mumbors. With theam as
a nuclcus, I think we could muster %0-5S0 peoplo for SCOTCON.

If wnourh of you are kcen we can procced. Any and cvery
idea will bo welcoma, We can't be too ambitious, but an interesting
day could be erganised. D I F Clarke {u momber) lives in Glasgow,
He i3 Lurope’s forcwmost authority on SF history. He might be able
to met ux a £ilm, Othor notions ore a Guast of ilonour, panal
discussions Wwith nudicnce participation - and food, of course!

Plcaso nmote that anyone ¢lse intercated will be welconme,
uspecially Neweastlo and Erish members or others fairly near.

If you think you'll neced overnight accomodation, aay 20.

Ploasec writo to -

danald Malcolm,

42 Garry Jrive,
Paislay,
Henfrewshire.

(Tcl: Brodicand 2324)

Mark cnvclopoe "Scotcon®,

A 3mall neows item which members waight find intercsting appeared in
EPOCA dated 7/2/65. llerc is a translation of that ttem from the
Ytaliao by B4 Jumes of Solihull«

"From Moscow:- The Science Fiction Library.

Izvestia announced rvacently that the publishing housc
Mclodoaya Guargdia of Moscow ara preparing for the publicstion af a
colloetion of books under the title “Science Fictinn Library Monthly“
in 15 velumcs, In the volumcs from five ta ten will be found works
of English ond Ameriean authors, like Clarke and Asimov, never before
published in lhe Sovict Union, The publication of the Library will
be completed in 1966.7

wesveee
. -

THE MATT.

The following is an apalogy roeeived from Charles Ploalté:i-

MMy CARTITIORKS review was a bad one for many obvious roeasons. It was
offensive, hadly written and as a review, uscless. As soon as I
recaived YECTOR and read what I had written I sent a letfier to Brian
apulogising. My only excuse for the review — if I have an oxcuge =
is that I wroto it aftler writing; two previouo roviews of the same
book, The resultaat written-out siate I found myselfl in is not, of
courae, any real justificatlicn for my badly-cxpressed and unpleasant
revicw, for which I offer sincerc apologics,"
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